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Protecting consumers in economic recessions 

Deadline for submissions : 10th January 2011

The 13th International Conference on Consumer Law, organised under the auspices of the International Association of Consumer Law (www.iaclaw.org) will be organised by Brunel University West London, in Uxbridge, UK on June  27-29, 2011. The theme of the conference is Protecting Consumers in Economic Rescessions and consumer law scholars as well as scholars from other disciplines are invited to participate. This conference call for paper is open to scholars and professionals from all parts of the world – both members of the IACL and others. 
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Theme for the 13th International Conference on Consumer Law 
Protecting consumers in economic recessions 
Despite some signs of recovery, the impact of the economic downturn is set to continue over the next few years and this forthcoming conference will offer a unique opportunity to reflect on how consumer protection and consumer policy fare in uncertain economic times. This will not only be an important occasion to document how consumers have seen their protection evolve over a few years of economic difficulty but also take a snapshot of the emerging difficulties encountered by consumers during such times and how recovery is to take place. 
The conference will mark an important step in reflecting on how consumer law can be used as a tool to stimulate strong markets and be seen as a way out of recession(s). The conference will also explore how the recession(s) may have impacted the will of legislators to intervene to protect consumers further, that is to say, how far legislators have been willing to go in terms of policy making and imposing more red tape on businesses. The conference also welcomes papers looking at how businesses may be willing or not to comply with consumer protection requirements when times are tough. 
The title refers to economic recessions (plural) because it is anticipated that the economic downturn will have a multitude of effects that will differ depending on which part of the globe and which economy or even which economic sector is analysed. The view of the organiser is to try and encompass as many experiences as possible and not limit the conference content to the EU or US experiences. 

The theme is also broad enough so as to welcome the contributions of not only academic lawyers but also consumer activists who will have experienced firsthand the effects of economic recessions as well as colleagues from other disciplines such as sociology or economics. This is particularly important as economic recessions, despite their name, cannot be solved by using neither purely economic tools nor legal tools. 
How to submit a paper 

Deadline for Submissions – 10th January 2011. Please submit an abstract of your paper (maximum 500 words) with your full contact details to  christine.riefa@brunel.ac.uk. Speakers can expect to have confirmation that their paper is accepted by  15th February 2011. 
Conference Price& bookings

Speakers accepted to speak at the conference will need to book their place. We do not offer at this stage any financial assistance even for speakers. The IACL also regret that the association is unable to assist financially. Brunel University will offer a discount for early bookings. Prices and booking procedures will be confirmed and announced shortly. 
Accommodation
There will be a wide range of accommodation to choose from catering for all budgets. This will include student bedrooms (budget) to the Campus hotel and local hotels. Full details will be released shortly. 
Where is Brunel University?

Brunel University is situated in Uxbridge near London in the United Kingdom.
Heathrow airport can be reached by bus or taxi and is situated only 6 miles away from the University campus. Local attractions include historic Windsor & Eton, Windsor Castle, Legoland, and shopping, just a short 20 minute drive away. 

Central London and the West End are easily accessed by bus or underground. The train and tube stations are within easy reach using the buses that stop on campus. The tube is also accessible by foot. 

For more on transport links, see: http://www.brunelconferenceservices.co.uk/find-us/ 
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